English 200-4 (Money and Success) Essay Prompts

Please choose one (1) of the topics below for your essay of 4 pages.  You must research your choice and document your sources.  You need at least 3 critical secondary sources, in addition to the primary source. 

1. Discuss the implications and their meanings of Gatsby’s failure to gain his American Dream (Daisy). 

2. Compare Gatsby’s use of money and its significance with that of Tom and Daisy Buchanan, Myrtle, and Dan Cody.  How do their views impact their lives and relationships?

3.  Analyze the character of Franklin and discuss the numerous ways in which he established the basis of the American Dream and our modern view of money and success.  

4. Describe how Thoreau’s financial “economy” embodies his philosophy of life.

5. According to Thoreau, what are the major problems of American culture?  Do they still apply today?    Be sure to elaborate on your responses, using adequate examples from the sections we discussed in class.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6.  Analyze the multiple levels of meaning of the “walls” in “Bartleby.”  Discuss how this symbol applies to Bartleby, the narrator, and humanity today.

7. Analyze the character of the narrator in “Bartleby.”  Does he fulfill his responsibilities to Bartleby as an employer and as a fellow human being?  Explain, using examples.  

8.  Marija states in The Jungle:: “When people are starving…and they have anything with a price, they ought to sell it, I say.”  Is this view of life the product of the wage slavery caused by capitalism?  Focus on the conditions in the factory and society as depicted in the novel.

9.  Discuss the water imagery in Seize the Day and how it relates to the theme of alienation. 

10.  In what ways is Seize the Day Bellow’s assault on the American Dream?

11.  Compare Willy Loman (Death of a Salesman) and Joe Keller (All My Sons).  In what ways are they equally tragic in both their views of success and how to attain it?

